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SECOND NATURE  
With an interest in exploring materiality and craft processes Stella Harding literally weaves her relationship with the natural world; manipulating line into complex abstract structures and intricate geometric forms using three-dimensional construction techniques derived from basketry.
Born in the stark industrial east end of Sheffield Stella was instilled early on with a passion for the nearby countryside and developed a fascination for the ways in which natural elements are often strangely juxtaposed against the urban landscape.  
Second Nature, her solo gallery hosted by the Knitting and Stitching Shows in London, Dublin and Harrogate 2015, is both a celebration and subversion of her contradictory love affair with the rural idyll in which she seeks inspiration from the ways in which culture and nature interweave and unravel in unexpected ways, each leaving its mark upon the fabric of the other. 
Though drawn by the call of the wild to gather and experiment with organic materials, many of which she grows herself, she also keenly exploits the rich harvest of discarded manufactured materials that abound on the city streets – ripe for transformation. This is nature not at first hand but at several degrees of separation, re-natured and re-textured through painting, mark making and processes of accretion and deterioration.
Stella particularly enjoys exploring the natural mathematics underlying many basketry techniques, finding that her hands can grasp what her mind lets slip.  Her tightly intertwined geometric forms often inhabit the borderlines between the organic and the engineered, the chaotic and the calculated, the cultivated and the wild, whilst referencing universal patterns of growth and renewal and the dynamics involved in the containment and release of energy.  
Stella now lives and works in South East London.  Her practice encompasses site responsive projects, residencies and workshops.  She teaches Contemporary Basketry at Morley College, Lambeth and is the co-author of ‘Practical Basketry Techniques’, A&C Black, 2012.
